Dear Dime Parents,

Let me apologize in advance about the length of this missive.  I need to tell you what we are going to do, give you information about the travel arrangements, and tell you about all the lovely forms you need to fill out so that I can take your hungry-minded child to Ohio in April.  

First of all we will be leaving PDX at 1:46 on the afternoon of Monday, April the 18th, and returning on Thursday night the 21st at 10:43.  I have copied the flight details for you and enclosed them.  It looks at this point like we will need to be at PDX by 11:45 or so; I plan on teaching the first class, and then going to the airport, but if the kids need to pack etc. they could miss the whole day Monday if they need to.  American Airlines has already changed our flight times once, so I will keep you posted about further changes.  My email is cmurray@ttsd.k12.or.us – if each family would send me an email, I could make a list and give you more late breaking information.

 From Hopkins international airport we will rent a van, and drive to the Strongsville Holiday Inn Select:

Strongsville Holiday Inn Select

I-71 & St. Rt. 82 East

Strongsville, OH 44136

Phone: 440-238-8800

Fax: 440-238-2435

WWW page:  http://www.ichotelsgroup.com/h/d/hi/1/en/hd/clesv

The rest of the itinerary is not final, but I have enclosed last year’s itinerary for you to look at.  Participants might notice the ‘social’ at a restaurant near the hotel on Tuesday evening.  I can translate here (I am originally from the Midwest) – This is where they get us all together so the groups can socialize.  Bring appropriate clothes, and practice making conversations with Midwesterners.  (weather – for openers, after that you can move on.  Make self-deprecating remarks when possible.)  Also note the Pizza party the next day, as well as SCUBA after that.  (Apparently there is a local SCUBA club that teaches how to safely use SCUBA equipment, and then we do a team activity underwater to simulate a weightless environment.  Start shopping for your bathing suit now!)  

I will make a packing list later, all I have on it now is clothes, a swimsuit, and a driver’s license for getting onto the airplane.

We check in bright and early Tuesday morning at the Glenn research center.  Contact numbers there are:

Building 3 receptionist number is:  216-433-2919

The teams' 'headquarters' will be in Building 3 auditorium

Building 45 (drop tower): 216-433-5002

216-433-4000 is the main switchboard at NASA Glenn.

After hours, I would suggest the hotel number of 440-238-8800.

These folks seem to be in charge:

Richard DeLombard  216-433-5285

Carol Hodanbosi  216-433-2448

It does not look as though we will we will be webcast, but they will post the videos on their website.  

http://microgravity.grc.nasa.gov/DIME.html#WEBCAST

There are a number of forms that you need to fill out for various reasons.  Let me tell you what they are and what to do with them.  They haven’t given me a deadline, but I imagine it would be nice to be able to send these forms by spring break, so I would like them St. Patrick’s day (3/17)  There is one more in the works – a waiver coming from the district – and I’ll send that home as soon as I can.

PERMISSION SLIP AND AUTHORIZATION FOR MEDICAL TREATMENT (NASA)

This one is the medical release and permission form.  It must be notarized – (signed in front of a notary public) – so you can fill it out, and bring it into the school, and have Barb Bass – the book keeper notarize it for you.  (She is our notary public)  You could also use any notary public that is more convenient for you.  This form says that you will not sue NASA, and gives them and me permission to seek medical treatment if an accident does occur.  The facility is as safe as you can make a vertical shaft that lets things fall 80 feet can be.  Less safe than school, more safe than playing football. This is the only notarized form I have seen so far.

RELEASE FORM (NASA)

This gives NASA permission to film your child.  Notice that it gives permission for them to use the films forever.  Boy that’s a long time.  Signed by both parent and student, not notarized.

PADI MEDICAL STATEMENT

This is the release form for the SCUBA club that is going to train us how to use SCUBA equipment (hand signals and all, wot?).  We will be diving in a hotel pool with a deep well, so I suspect they are going de-emphasize things like dive tables.  This is a kind of two-part form – the first page is for your child to fill out.  If they answer any question with a YES then you need to get a doctor’s signature on the second page.  (It’s a bit like going through customs…)  I think your child and you both sign the front of this form.  It is not notarized.  Your child also fills in the information on the top of the second page under STUDENT.  If your child answered YES to one of the questions on the front page, then get a doctor to fill out the middle and bottom of the second page.  You also will need to bring the rest of that form (GUILDELINES FOR RECREATIONAL SCUBA DIVER”S PHYSICAL EXAMINATION) so the doctor can sign without blatantly perjuring themselves.  

LIABILITY RELEASE AND ASSUMPTION OF RISK AGREEMENT

This releases the diving club from liability.  I honestly don’t think this is that dangerous.  I guess they are just covering their bases.  Signed by both parent and child, not notarized.

PADI EMERGENCY TREATMENT CONSENT FORM

This is the same form for PADI as the NASA version at the top of the list.  It gives the diving club permission to give medical treatment.  Signed by parent and child, not notarized.  

Again, Sorry about all the forms,

Chris Murray

