Introduction

This is the outline of a standard research paper:

Background information - Creates a setting for your research - a review of important not commonly known concepts that are directly related to your research.

Statement of the Problem - Outline specifically what problem you are investigating.

Statement of the Hypothesis - Your hypothesis going into the study, and specifically define how you will measure your variables.
Include also the Bibliography to which you refer.

Word Process your Introduction. (double space for comments)

If you were researching the relationship between wave velocity on water, and the depth of the water, your Introduction would be laid out like this:

Background:

Describe water waves, summarize principles of wave mechanics (i.e. the disturbance moves, not the medium, wave speed is dependent on the medium, wave speed is independent of the frequency.  Talk about changes you can make to the medium of water waves (like manipulating the viscosity (thickness) of the liquid, and changing its depth)

Statement of the problem:

“The purpose of this investigation is to find out the relationship, if any, between the depth of water, and the speed of small disturbances on the surface of it.”

Hypothesis:

“I believe that the wave speed is going to gradually increase with water depth in my experiment.  This will happen because the water will have more room to get out of the way.  Depth is defined as the distance between the surface and the bottom of the container, and wave speed is defined as the linear speed of the leading edge of the ripple”

Bibiliography:

All sources you cited, and every source you list in your bibliography is cited.  Use the style of your choice.  Note that you can use any citation style you use – footnotes, parenthetical or whatever, as long as it is within the text, and links any idea that is not yours unambiguously to one of your sources.  Find at least 5 sources, one of which could be a text book, and not all of which are websites. Things that are general knowledge don’t need to be cited.  (i.e. don’t cite your textbook if you are referring to Newton’s second law F = ma)

Tips:

1. Leave out how you are going to do this.  Save that for the method.

2. Don’t forget to define the variables of your hypothesis.

3. Don’t forget to cite all the sources in your Bibliography.

