Chromatography
What to do

Take several colors, and write something on a paper filter, being careful not to write anything in the center circle.  Fold it in half along a radius 3 times.  Place it center first in a short cup with ½ an inch of water and watch and wait.

Why

As the water soaks through the paper, the inks move with it at different speeds because of differing affinity for water and paper.  Inks that like the paper more than water move more slowly, and most pen colors are a mixture of many colors.

